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“Jesus Wept” 
John 11:35 


The shortest verse in the Bible is a good “proof- 
text”; the tears of Jesus reveal several very im- 
portant and beautiful things about our Saviour. 


These tears are a proof of His Humility. Was 
Jesus a Real Man, or just God in the form of a 
man? Did He take to himself “a true body and a 
reasonable soul”? Did the Word become flesh? Was 
He “bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh” ? Can 
He fully understand all our troubles and sorrows 
and afflictions? We find one answer in this verse: 
“Jesus wept.” There are many ways in which men 
differ, but there is one thing common to them all; 
they all shed tears at one time or another. Here is 
a bond that unites the whole human race. If we are 
ever tempted to feel that Jesus was not one of us, 
look again at this picture of our Saviour beside the 
sorrowing sisters. 


These tears are a proof of His Love: “Then said 
the Jews, Behold how he loved him.” We are told 
in verse five: “Now Jesus loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus.” These tears came not merely 
from His eyes, but from His heart. This Love 
showed itself in Sympathy and Compassion. Sym- 
pathy is the ability to “feel with’ someone else. 
Jesus felt with Martha and Mary in their sorrow. 
How often He “was moved with compassion” when 
He saw others in sorrow and distress, or in need 
of help! We see Him weeping over the wicked 
city of Jerusalem. If we ever doubt His Love, go 
and look at this scene at the grave. 


These tears are a proof of His Suffering. “He 
groaned in the spirit, and was troubled”; “Jesus 
therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 
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grave.” His suffering is plainly seen. If, however 
we wish to see the full meaning of that “groaning” 
turn to Hebrews 5:7 and read, “Who in the days 
of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and 
supplication with strong crying and tears unto him 
that was able to save him from death.” Then com- 
pare this with Matthew 26:37, “and began to be 
sorrowful and very heavy.” His tears in the Garden 
were pressed from Him by His intense suffering. 
The “Cup” which He was to drink was exceedingly 
bitter, for it was filled with the sins of the world; 
when He tasted it, He “tasted death for every 


” 


man. 


“Jesus wept” in order that He might be able to 
wipe all tears from our eyes. —J.K.P. 





The Offense Of 
The Cross 


To the unbelieving world the Christian is a 
peculiar person. A Christian may command respect, 
he may even have qualities of personality which 
make him attractive to the non-Christian, but, being 
a Christian in.an alien world entails a certain stigma 
from which we naturally shrink, and it also carries 
with it a temptation to compromise on “minor” mat- 
ters that we might escape the misunderstanding and 
~ ridicule that a clear-cut stand for Christ en- 
tails. 


What is the “offense of the cross,” about which 
Paul speaks? Why is it “foolishness” to the un- 
regenerate? Phillips translates the ‘‘offense” of the 
cross as the “hostility which the preaching of the 
cross provokes.”’ What is the basis of this hatred? 


Implicit in the Cross are certain facts, or doc- 
trines, which repel the natural mind. Man’s original 
sin of disobedience entailed a surrender to three 
things, the “lust of the flesh” (‘‘good for food”), 
the “lust of the eyes” (‘‘pleasant to the eyes”), and 
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the “pride of life” (‘‘to make one wise”). Confront- 
-d with the same three temptations, Christ, the sec- 
md Adam, overcame them completely by the Sword 
f the Spirit, the Word of God. 


The cross of Christ not only offers the repentant 
‘inner forgiveness for sin but it also offers him the 
power of the living Christ to overcome the tempta- 
‘ions of life, these same lusts of the flesh and the 
»yes and this same pride of life. 


It is this supernatural pardon and supernatural 
power, all a part of God’s redemptive act in Christ, 
which is the offense of the cross. Unregenerate man 
does not want to give up these things, or if he 
should want to be freed of some of them he rebels 
from the thought that it requires a supernatural 
act of God, something entirely apart from his own 
effort, to bring about this deliverance. 


The offense of the Cross lies in its demand for a 
separation from the lust of the flesh—a transaction 
which includes the crucifying of those personal acts 
and ways of life which war against the spirit. 


The offense of the Cross also consists in its de- 
mand that our eyes look upward, not downward; 
that we look at this life, and all that it offers, in the 
light of God and of eternity. 


The offense of the Cross is also to be found in its 
demand that the pride of life be humbled in the 
dust. Pride is certainly one of man’s besetting sins— 
pride of self, of achievement, of ability — pride 
which sets up our opinions and our estimate of the 
essential goodness of man over against God’s revela- 
tion of man, his sinfulness and his need. 


Inherent in the offense of the Cross is the age- 
old warfare between the God of righteousness and 
Satan, the prince of evil. The hearts, minds and 
wills of men are the battleground and there can be 
no compromise. To accept Christ and His atoning 
work on the Cross delivers us from the sphere of 
death into the glorious fellowship of those who 
have been bought with a price—the life’s blood of 
Calvary. But, it also entails a certain stigma with 
the unbelieving world. Be that as it may, we rejoice 
because through the Cross we have life, now and 
for all eternity. 


“For I am not ashamed of the Gospel. I see it 
os the very power of God working for the salvation 
of every one who believes it, both Jew and Greek. 
' see in it God’s plan for imparting righteousness 
‘0 men, a process begun and continued by their faith. 
‘or the Scripture says: The righteous shall live by 
/uth.” (Phillips). 


As a Chinese Christian once exclaimed—“I am 
willing to be a fool for Christ’s sake, whose fool 
are you’? —L.N.B. 





Opening Doors 


Just off the press is the autobiography of Dr. 
Richard Gustavus McLees, ““The Blind Preacher,” 
a book of 87 pages, filled with the love of God and 
the milk of human kindness, and bristling with the 
human interest of a most remarkable career. One 
cannot help but read with amazement here the 
fullness and fruitfulness of.a life handicapped by 
blindness. And yet, after a brief mention of the ac- 
cident in early boyhood which destroyed his eye- 
sight, the author’s narrative flows along like a 
refreshing stream with never a regret or complaint, 
seeing everything that is beautiful and fine, chal- 
lenging the best that is in him, rejoicing in the rare 
privilege of serving the Lord in an unique way. 
Indeed the reader is apt to forget that the writer 
has been blind since boyhood. Everywhere he goes 
he speaks of “seeing” this and being “shown” that; 
he was seeing through the eyes of a faithful com- 
panion many physical things, while with the insight 
of the Holy Spirit he was feasting on the wonders 
of spiritual life and service. There is a touch of 
humor here and there, and little homey incidents 
flash across the page with fascinating interest. Once 
begun, it is hard for the reader to lay the book 
down. 


The deeper meaning of this story is its challenge 
to high service in spite of handicaps—in this case 
what would seem to the most of us insurmountable 
handicaps. This book makes a definite contribution 
to the historical literature of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church, which is enriched immeasurably by 
this devoted life; and by its entire consecration to 
the Lord Jesus Christ of every ounce of talent and 
energy, with the determination to make them fruit- 


full 100°, for Him. 


The Journal has taken pleasure and pride in 
handling the production of this book without pe- 
cuniary profit. It is a privilege to launch the record 
of the life of this, one of God’s stalwarts. —W.C.S. 


OpeENING Doors — The Story of My Life — 
By Richard G. McLees, D.D. Price $1.50. 
Order from The Southern Presbyterian Jour- 
nal, or from Rev. R. G. McLees, D.D., Chat- 
ham, Va. 
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The Basic Issue 


The great problem facing our Southern Presby- 
terian Church, and all larger Protestant denomina- 
tions, is not that of church union. 


If the problem of which we are going to speak 
could be squarely faced, and rightly met, not only 
American Presbyterianism but also American 
Protestantism would be in a tremendously different 
position—spiritual unity would be an accomplished 
fact. 


The issue which is of vital importance, compared 
with which all other issues pale into insignificance, 
has to do with one’s attitude to the Scriptures. 


It is this: THE BIBLE, THE WORD OF GOD versus 
a paralyzing old doctrine that the Bible merely 
contains the Word of God and that it is left to 
“modern scholarship” to determine which is the 
wheat and which is the chaff. As is to be expected, 
the scholars differ in their views as to even that 
which is to be accepted and what is to be rejected. 


Over against this are to be found those who ac- 
cept the Scriptures as a completely trustworthy 
and authoritative revelation from God. Strange to 
say, these men, loyal to the Confession of Faith and 
to their ordination vows, are often contemptuously 
referred to as “extreme fundamentalists.” However, 
this attitude of loyalty to the Scriptures is the his- 
toric position of Presbyterianism and it is those who 
have accepted the so-called neo-orthodox position, 
with its destructive view of inspiration, who find 
themselves on the defensive when the Scriptures and 
the standards of our church are held up as the basis 
of Presbyterian faith. 


This insidious teaching—that the Bible merely 
contains the word of God is permeating many phases 
of contemporary teaching and preaching, but many 
loyal Presbyterians are unaware of the fact that 
such is the case. They do not know that students 
are being told that the writers of the Old Testament 
had a limited view of God, that they dishonestly 
palmed off predated writings as prophecy, and that 
they were actually written after the events tran- 
spired. 

Many do not realize that young people are now 
confronted with statements that “science” has dis- 
proved much of the Bible and that we must there- 


fore “adjust our viewpoint with reference to the 
Bible to conform to scientific discovery.” 


Nor do they know that many young people are 
being taught that writers of both the Old and New 
Testament wrote, not by inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, but out of misguided and ignorant back- 
grounds, their writings therefore having to be ex- 
amined in the light of contemporary history and 
thought—in other words, that they wrote in ignor- 
ance or with deliberate deception, thinking thereby 
to lend authority to their writings. 


This destructive philosophy is not new, it is just 
more respectable in some circles today. The tragedy 
is highlighted by the effect this view of the Bible 
has on those who accept it. It may be defended 
intellectually but it cannot be defended in the realm 
of either spiritual or practical application, for spirit- 
ual power disappears when higher criticism comes 
in to take the place of a simple faith in God’s 
Word. 


A man may claim to be a great artist—let him 
paint a picture to prove it. A man may espouse the 
so-called modern approach to the Bible, but can he 
go out and win souls? He may enlist men in a pro- 
gram and he may harness them in the outward 
activities of the Church, but can he win them to a 
redeeming faith in the Saviour unless he honors and 
uses the Sword of the Spirit? 


Much time, money and effort are being expended 
on the question of union, but it is not there that the 
great issue facing the Church is to be found. Vote 
union down and the problem remains. Vote for 
union and it is but compounded. 


On the one hand lies the revelation of God as 
found in the Scriptures; on the other is the fallible 
and ever-changing viewpoint of man, with his in- 
tellect made the basis and the agent of faith. On 
the one hand is found the solid foundation of God’s 
revealed truth—some parts difficult to understand, 
yes; all true but not equally important, yes. Over 
against this are the quicksands of human pride and 
finite limitations. 


There, friends, is the real issue today. Shall we 
fly at each others throats hoping thereby to solve 
the problem? Shall we go off into a corner by our- 
selves, thereby pulling up the wheat with the tares? 
Certainly the solution is elsewhere. 


First of all, as a matter for practical demonstra- 
tion, let those who have succumbed to an impaired 
view of inspiration try to win one soul to Christ 
without the use of God’s inspired Word—it just 








KING COLLEGE 


. + Co-educational 


Sound ce ores under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholar- 
ships: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant 


Work. Sixty-acre campus. 


Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. 
Catalogue and illustrated booklet. Board, room, and tuition, $730.00. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,”” BRISTOL, TENN. 


- Founded 1867 


in Aid, (4) Remunerative 


Summer Session. 











PAGE 4 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








can 
dot 
tur 
ing 


na 
>on 
up 


wil 
OVE 
pri 
pri 
soc 
in 

tur 


ME 
one 
cha 
the 
He 
of 

by 

age 
sin 





\F 





cannot be done. Secondly, let those who do accept 
doth the full inspiration and authority of the Scrip- 
tures demonstrate in their own lives the transform- 
ing power and daily fruits of the Holy Spirit. 


In other words, the solution of this great dilem- 
na is at the foot of the Cross and its answer will 
>ome in a mighty outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit 
upon us all. 


Let us pray for just that. 


The Kingship Of Christ 
And The Plan Of Union 


Sundry Presbyteries and the 1953 General As- 
sembly, U. S., requested that in the Plan of Union 
“the sole Kingship of Christ as well as the Head- 
ship of Christ be given the place that it has in the 
Book of Church Order in the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.” A comparison of our Book with the 1954 
Plan of Union shows that the request of our As- 
sembly has not been granted. 


—L.N.B. 





In the Plan, the FORM OF GOVERNMENT begins 
with a long chapter on Preliminary Principles taken 
over in toto from the USA Book. These general 
principles offer a reasoned defense of the rights of 
private judgment in religion, and of voluntary as- 
sociation together in a union of particular churches, 
in a fashion quite appropriate for eighteenth cen- 
tury’s age of reason, 


The second chapter of the 1954 FORM OF GOVERN- 
MENT is radically abbreviated from that of the sec- 
ond chapter of our Book of Church Order. Our 
chapter is cut from fifty odd to ten lines. Many of 
the lines deleted are those quoted directly from the 
Holy Scriptures. Our Paragraph 8 is the Preamble 
of the Form of Presbyterian Government adopted 
by the Westminster Divines three hundred years 
ago, and used by Presbyterians all over the world 


from 24 to 3 lines. Our paragraph 9 is taken, for 
substance, from the still older Second Buik of Disci- 
pline of the Kirk of Scotland. But the substance is 
redically changed in the Plan by the insertion of the 
little word “and” before the reference to the minis- 
try of men, and by the omission of the important 
phrase in our Book, “and enforcing his own laws.” 
In our Book the authority of Christ, the King, ex- 
tends to the ministry of men only so long as they 
are acting according to His Word and His Spirit. 
The changes noted in the Plan make the ministry of 
men, in effect, coordinate with that of the Word 
and the Spirit, and enables Church officers and 
Church courts to claim the authority of Christ even 
when they are not acting under or according to His 
Word and Spirit, and when they are not enforcing 
His laws - - but instead are enforcing their own 
laws. 


The effect of the change from our Book of 
Church Order to that of the FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
in the 1954 Plan is that in our Book the Church 
rests squarely upon the Throne of Christ and His 
Headship over His body the Church—where Isaiah 
and Paul, Calvin and the Westminster Divines 
rested it. But in the FORM OF GOVERNMENT the 
Church rests partly on such rational premises as 
the right of private judgment in religious matters 
and of voluntary association together in congrega- 
tions and unions of congregations, and partly on 
the Headship of Christ. And of the two bases, the 
rational is given the first place, the Christological 
the second. We can only regard this as a step back- 
ward, not forward. Witherspoon’s statements in the 
Preliminary Principles is well done for his time 
and age. But why should these words be given in 
extenso, while most of the words of Isaiah and of 
Paul—given by God for the Church in every age— 
be deleted? The Church rests upon the everlasting 
Throne of our Lord Jesus Christ and lives as she 
hears His Word. There is nothing so timely as 





since. This historical, biblical statement is cut this. —W.C.R. 
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News From London 


The reports from London,—by private letters, 
the secular and religious press, and by word of 
mouth, are so thrilling to the Christian and so baf- 
fling to the worldling that, in both cases, words fail. 


Only God’s Holy Spirit can bring together, as 
has happened in London, the banker, the doctor, the 
pickpocket, the actress and people from every walk 
of life, all to accept Christ as Saviour. Only this 
same Spirit can so convict men and women who 
understand little of the English language as to cause 
them to come forward weeping and asking for coun- 
sel. Already Russian, French, Spanish, Greek and 
other nationalities have been dealt with in the coun- 
selling room in their own language. 


One of the most heartening phases of the cam- 
paign are the innumerable invitations to Mr. Gra- 
ham to speak in various universities and colleges 
in the London area. The response in all of these 
meetings has been so amazing that the secular press 
has been led to comment on it. At one London 
University the students finally secured a part of 


Albert Hall and 3,500 of them attended. 


The percentage of those making a decision for 
Christ for the first time is over 75%, the remainder 
being men and women who are rededicating their 
lives to Him. 


Twelve cities on the European Continent, in- 
cluding Berlin, have officially invited the Graham 
team to come to them for meetings after the close 
of the London campaign. The latter is now being 
enlarged by simultaneous meetings in twenty cities 
in Europe, the Harringay meeting being broadcast 
into specially leased halls, or churches. 


We would again urge our readers to continue to 
pray most earnestly for all who are sharing in this 
great endeavor to bring about revival in our time. 


—H.B.D. 





Missions On The Firing Line 


(The Seventh In A Series Of Articles 
By Rev. Joe B. Hopper, Jr.) 


No Check Point 


Occasionally when we have had a busy day, per- 
haps with a long rough jeep ride, or three or four 
hours sitting cross-legged on a hard Korean floor 
examining new converts in preparation for baptism, 
I ask my Korean assistant and travelling compan- 
ion to preach for me when we visit some little 
country church. This man, a Mr. Lee, is not a 
trained preacher at all, but is an earnest Christian 
who is more than happy to render such a service. 
On one occasion he took John 14 for his discussion. 
I do not remember much of what he said except 
that he concentrated on the sixth verse with the 
following illustration. He said, “This morning as 
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we came out from Chunju in the jeep we passe: 
many police check-points. As you know, we Korean 
must always present two or three different kinds o! 
identification cards and permits whenever we pas 
these check-points, for the police must be very care 
ful that no communist agents, draft dodgers, or 
criminals slip about the country without detection. 
But this morning as I rode with Cho Moksa (m; 
Korean name) | did not have to present my cards 
at all, for Cho Moksa merely waved at the police 
and drove on without stopping. The police did not 
stop Cho Moksa because he is an American and 
they knew that I could be trusted since I was with 
him. So far as I was concerned the check points 
simply did not exist. ““Now,” said Mr. Lee, reading 
John 14:6, “That is the idea here, when Jesus 
says, ‘I am the way . . . no one cometh unto the 
Father but by me.’ When we are with Jesus, He 
becomes our way, and there no longer exists any 
barriers between us and God. We do not pass into 
God’s presence because of any merits of our own, 
but because He accepts all who come in the name 
of His Son Jesus Christ. God accepts us because 
of the righteousness of Jesus. This is true when we 
go to God in prayer; it will also be true when we 
enter into our eternal heavenly home. Those who 
have accepted Jesus as ‘the way, and the truth, and 
the life’ need fear no ‘check point’ but will be wel- 
comed because they are with Him.” 


These Strange Americans 


It happened on a busy street corner in Pusan, 
one of the most amazing cities in the world. Double 
lanes of military vehicles of all types bearing the 
insignia of a dozen nations, sagging busses, over- 
loaded trucks, careening taxis filled the streets. The 
sidewalks were clogged with people of all ages and 
social positions. Old Kim Suh-bang had come in 
from the country and was dazzled by the whole 
spectacle. Accustomed to a life of slow-motion this 
was all too much for him. He started to cross the 
street but before he knew what was happening a 
noisy American jeep full of soldiers was upon him, 
horn tooting and brakes squealing. Someone shouted, 
“Get the out of here, you gook!” A 
shove and a kick and Kim Suh-bang was lying in 
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he gutter, and the jeep had sped on. But wonder 
f wonders, here was another strange American, 
his one even more marvelous to behold. Seeing 
vhat had taken place this one had disregarded all 
raffic and dashed headlong across the street. To 
id Kim Suh-bang the behavior of this red-headed 
oreigner was even more puzzling, for with a tor- 
ent of broken Korean words which he could hardly 
inderstand, Pete the missionary was apologizing 
or the behavior of his fellow Americans, helping 
he old man to his feet, and brushing off his clothes. 
\nd you may be sure that whenever he is present in 

gathering of his people discussing the conduct of 
these strange Americans, Kim Suh-bang will say, 
‘But there are some who are here to help us. There 
was one who picked me up out of the ditch and 
spoke kind words. I think he is a true friend of us 
Koreans. He must be one of those Christian mis- 
sionaries, and 1 would gladly listen to his message 
if it makes him into that kind of man.” 


Music From K-8 


The missionary to Korea today learns a new ver- 
sion of English (to say nothing of learning to speak 
Korean) as he lives in the atmosphere of the U. S. 
Armed Forces. Place names are promptly changed 
to “Washington” or “Chicago” or some alphabet or 
numeral combination designating a military unit. 
“K-8” is such a place — an airbase about thirty 
miles from our station. Once the chaplains brought 
two truck loads of men from K-8 to see our mission 
station. These men were members of the post chapel 
choir, and spent the afternoon inspecting mission 
institutions, walking about the city, shopping and 
taking pictures. At supper time they packed them- 
selves into a missionary home, cooking the hot dogs 
and beans they had brought along, and spreading 
them on the dining room table. They had brought 
along a folding organ, and after supper they sat 
around during the evening singing and having a 
wonderful time of Christian fellowship. The trucks 
which were to take them back to K-8 were unac- 
countably delayed that night so it was well past 
ten o’clock when the boys left. The curfew hour 
had passed and the Koreans were all at home and 
the lights were out. But as two truck loads of Gls 
drove through the city, not a few heard them as 
they passed, singing Gospel choruses and hymns. 
The Koreans had heard many a noisy truck-load 
of soldiers, but here was a different kind. The next 
day several people expressed to me their appreciation 
for the Christian testimony of these fine young men 





who in this small way (perhaps unintentionally) 
left such a splendid impression upon all who heard 
this music in the stillness of the dark night. We are 
always thankful for men such as these, who con- 
tribute to the efforts of us missionaries. Even in 
a distant land among an unknown people, these men 
continue to shine as lights in a dark world! 


Now They Ride CATs 
“When does the next CAT leave for Tokyo?” 


is an often heard question in missionary circles in 
Pusan, but it causes no raised eyebrows. Mission- 
aries of the Cross have ridden by donkey and camel, 
by row-boat and steamboat, by chariot and jeep, 
but now it is by CAT. For in this age of air-travel, 
the commercial airline most used by missionaries 
in and out of Korea (because it is the cheapest) is 
the Civil Air Transport (CAT for short). During 
the Korean war (and continuing to the present 
date) missionaries have not been allowed to take 
their wives with little children into Korea. Hence 
many have partially solved the problem by setting 
up housekeeping for the mother and children in 
Japan, while the father works in Korea, returning 
several times a year to visit his family—and travel- 
ling by CAT. Quite a number of our Southern 
Presbyterian missionaries are following this plan. 
Thank God that this means of quick transportation 
is available, but pray that conditions will soon per- 
mit the reuniting of families on the mission field 
in Korea. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 54. 
Faithlessness (Snag No. 3) 


“c 


. .- O fools, and slow of heart to believe .. . 


Luke 24:25. 


“c 


. . . and be not faithless, but believing . . . 
John 20:27. 


The above words were spoken by Jesus, the first 
to Cleopas and his companion; the second to “doubt- 
ing” Thomas. Trudging along the road to Emmaus, 
two disciples were torn and burdened in spirit be- 
cause they were “slow to believe all that the proph- 
ets have spoken” concerning Jesus Christ; and not 
‘until Jesus revealed Himself to them were they 
lifted out of the doldrums of despair into the 
stratosphere of the resurrection. Then they ran back 
over the way they had come, rejoicing as they ran. 
Thomas floundered around in doubt and uncertainty 
until he saw the resurrected Lord in person. Then 
he reversed his whole attitude, crying out, “My 


Lord and my God!” 


Faithlessness lies at the root of every continuing 
distress. It is an under-water snag that interferes 
seriously with fishing. The hook becomes imbedded 
in it and nothing but prayer, engaging the power 
of God, can dislodge it. And remember, this snag 
is inside the fisherman—it has never gotten into the 
water! A friend sent me a statuette, carved by an 
Indian from a rhododendron stem. It represents 
a nonplussed fisherman in the act of casting his 
hook which has gone nowhere because it has caught 
in the seat of his pants, and he is looking around 
in some dismay. It is much like the would-be soul 
winner whose hapless effort is caught in the snag 
of “unfaith.” “O fools, and slow of heart to be- 
lieve all that the prophets have spoken!” The rem- 
edy is so very simple: just take God’s Word at its 
face value. A converted gambler on being asked 
what was his understanding of his salvation, re- 
plied: “It is betting my life that God’s Word is 
true.” His answer might be doctrinally criticized, 
but it was just his way of saying he was “risking” 
everything he had on the verity of it. Soul winner, 
the Word of God is your “hook.” Let your earnest 
prayer be that God will deliver you from faithless- 
ness, that you may cast the hook in its own power. 
“For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even 
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.’”’ Heb. 4:12. 


Next lesson—the Snag, Sin. 
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PRESBYTERIANISM 


Governmental or Doctrinal? 


An Answer To Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell 
By Vernon W. Patterson 
Charlotte, N.C. 


Fairness to multitudes of Presbyterians, devoted 
to the precious faith of their fathers, requires that 
an answer be given to the article by Dr. John 
Sutherland Bonnell on WHAT IS A PRESBYTERIAN? 
in LOOK magazine of March 23, 1954. For Dr. 
Bonnell in this article casts serious reflection on 
Presbyterians, and grossly distorts their historic 
beliefs—the faith which the Covenanters and mar- 
tyrs have sealed with their blood, the faith which 
transformed lives, changed the course of history, laid 
the foundations of our free, representative democ- 
racy and overcame the fear of death in the hope of 
a glorious resurrection. 


No doubt others will answer from the stand- 
point of scholarship and theology. This answer pre- 
sents the practical reaction of a business man. It is 
from the viewpoint of the layman rather than the 
minister, of the pew rather than the pulpit. 


The Nature Of The Church 


First of all, in his answer to the question, “What 
is a Presbyterian?” Dr. Bonnell gives a- distorted 
impression of the nature of the church. He says, 
“A Presbyterian is a Protestant who belongs to a 
particular form of church government. The word 
Presbyterian refers not to a special system of doc- 
trine or worship, but to a representative form of 
church government.” In other words, he is saying 
that Presbyterianism is a form of church govern- 
ment, not a system of doctrine. He brings this out 
again, when, in brieflly summarizing the work of 
John Calvin in founding the denomination, he says, 
“Calvin summoned Christians to return to a form 
of government which was prevalent in the first 
century A. D.” Thus he brushes aside the confes- 
sonal nature of the church and its doctrinal founda- 
ton upon a Confession of Faith. 


Of course, we know that Presbyterian comes 
om a word which means presbytery or elder, and 
‘is is the root of the name. Similarly, Episcopalian 
mes from the word which means bishop, and 
iptist comes from the word which means baptism. 
ut to say that either of these names refers merely 
church government or mode of baptism and “not 
a special system of doctrine or worship” is com- 
etely misleading. The foundation of all of these 
urches is in each case a system of doctrine. 


I enials Of The Faith 


But having said that being a Presbyterian is 
erely belonging “to a particular form of church 


> 
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government,” the way is prepared for Dr. Bonnell’s 
next astonishing statements concerning the beliefs, 
and unbeliefs, of Presbyterians. He says: 


1. “Except for a minority; Presbyterians do not 
believe in the Jiteral inerrancy of the Scriptures.” 


2. “Most Presbyterians do not believe in a ma- 
terial heaven or hell.” 


3. “Except in minor Presbyterian groups, the 
doctrine of the Virgin Birth is not used as a test 
of orthodoxy in receiving new members or in or- 
daining ministers and elders.” 


4. “With a few exceptions, Presbyterians do not 
interpret the phrase in the Apostle’s Creed, ‘the 
resurrection of the body,’ as meaning the physical 


body.” 


Now here are four cardinal doctrines denied by 
most Presbyterians, according to Dr. Bonnell; and 
they are still good Presbyterians, because they ac- 
cept the “particular form of church government.” 
The doctrines do not matter: the church govern- 
ment is everything. 


Is this the priceless truth that put iron in the 
blood of the Covenanters, led them to defy kings 
and queens, and lay down their lives for their faith? 
Is this the great idealism that, through fire and 
blood and war, wrought our freedom and indepen- 
dence as a nation? 


Historic Standards Disregarded 


The Scriptures leave not the slightest doubt con- 
cerning any of the aforementioned basic truths, 
which Dr. Bonnell says most Presbyterians do not 
believe. 1. “All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God” (II Tim. 3:16). 2. “I go to prepare a place 
for you” (Jno. 14:2); “And whosoever was not 
found written in the book of life was cast into the 
lake of fire’ (Rev. 20:15). 3. “And the angel 
answered and said unto her (Mary), The Holy 
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore that holy 
thing which shall be born of thee shall be called 
the Son of God” (Lk. 1:35); “Now all this was 
done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a virgin 
shall be with child and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 
interpreted is, God with us” (Matt. 1:22, 23). 4. 
“|. We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it 
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” 


may be fashioned like unto his glorious body . . 


(Phil. 3:20, 21). 


The Westminster Confession of Faith is also per- 
fectly plain and explicit concerning these doctrines. 
But Dr. Bonnell seems to recognize no authoritative 
standards, although through the centuries the church 
has accepted the Scriptures as interpreted in the 
Westminster Confession of Faith as the official and 
authoritative expression of its distinctive doctrines. 
According to Dr. Bonnell, the Scriptures are not 
inerrant; the Westminster Confession is “recog- 
nized,’—he does not say, required or intimate that 
it carries authority. And one may deny their central 
truths and still be a Presbyterian in full fellowship. 
Human opinion is the court of final authority. 


Here Dr. Bonnell pictures a governmental, in- 
clusivist church. Any one who consents to its form 
of church government may be a member or minister 
in good standing and believe anything he pleases. 


“Double Talk” 


There is specious “double talk” in Dr. Bonnell’s 
article that is hard to be understood by business 
men, who are trained to condemn misrepresentation 
and to adhere strictly to straightforwardness and 
honesty. 


Dr. Bonnell says in one sentence, “ . . The Old 
and New Testaments are the Word of God and 
‘the only infallible rule of faith and practice.” Then 


he adds that Presbyterians “emphasized inspired 
men, not inspired words,’ and “do not believe in 
the literal inerrancy of the Scriptures.” 


As Dr. L. Nelson Bell has well said, “Was David 
inspired when he committed adultery with Bath- 
sheba, and not inspired when he wrote the 5ist 
Psalm ?” Think of it: Men inspired, but their word: 
not inspired! The Scriptures, infallible, but not in 
errant! 


He says, “Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of Gox 

. Is true God and true man.” Then he goes or 
to state that the doctrine of the Virgin Birth i 
not used as a test of orthodoxy. ‘““True God an 
true man,” but not virgin born,—a sinner, born i: 
fornication, an illigitimate child of Adam! 


He says, “God pardons our sins and accepts us 
. not for any merit of our own, but because of 
our faith in the perfect obedience of Christ and His 
sacrificial death.” Then he states that the resur- 
rection of the body does not mean the physical 
body. Sacrificial death, but no bodily resurrection! 


Our Lord settled all question as to this, when 
He said to His frightened disciples, ‘““Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is myself: handle me and 
see: for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see 


me have.” (Luke 24:39). 


Well does Paul say, “But if there be no resur- 
rection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: And if 
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Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain” (I Cor. 15:13, 14). 


Significantly, here in dealing with this supreme- 
ly important matter, the ground of our salvation, 
Dr. Bonnell does not mention as the basis of saving 
faith the substitutionary character of the Lord’s 
death, nor His resurrection. His is a very weak 
statement, indeed, compared to the plain pronounce- 
ments of the Word of God, of which the following 
are examples: “All have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God; Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 
Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation 
through faith in his blood . . ” (Rom. 3:23-25) ; 
“Who was delivered for our offences, and raised 
again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). 


Hard To Understand 


Years ago Dr. Robert Dick Wilson of Princeton, 
recognized as one of the greatest of all scholars of 
Semitic languages, used to say, “A preacher ought to 
be as honest as the corner groceryman. He ought not 
to say out of his own head that some part of the 
Word of God is not true or authentic without, 
along with such a statement, being able to sub- 
mit evidence to prove it. No man knows enough 
to question the authenticity of the Scriptures.” 


It is difficult for laymen accustomed to the prin- 
ciples of honesty and integrity required in business 
to understand how a minister can take before God 
and men the solemn ordination vows, expressing 
belief in the infallibility of the Scriptures and in 
the system of doctrine contained in the Confession 
of Faith, and can receive support and honor for 
preaching, teaching, and maintaining the truths of 
the Gospel, and yet all the while not believe these 
truths in his heart and not faithfully proclaim them. 


It is difficult to understand how a minister’s con- 
science will permit him to use the words and phrases 
of the historic faith with meanings in his mind en- 
tirely different from those commonly accepted, and 
so deceive unwitting hearers into believing that he 
really holds fast to the great body of truth that has 
been preserved and handed down from the fathers. 
The parallel to this is seen in the practice of the 
Communists in these days in their use of such words 
as “democracy,” “freedom,” and “peace-loving 
peoples.” 


It is difficult to understand how a minister can 
preach orthodoxy when the audience is conservative, 
«nd modernism when the audience is liberal. “Doth 
: fountain send forth at the same place sweet water 


ind bitter” (Jas. 3:11)? 


It is difficult to understand how men can, at 
their ordination and before church assemblies and 
courts, profess to believe in the Scriptures and Con- 
tassion of Faith, and then in public print publish 
cenials of the central truths of the gospel. 


But many are doing these things these days, and 
riany are being deceived. 


“sPRIL 7, 1954 
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Church Union 


When Dr. Bonnell says that most Presbyterians 
do not believe in the inerrancy of the Scriptures, 
a material heaven or hell, and the bodily resurrec- 
tion, he is referring, of course, to the Presbyterians 
he knows, and, no doubt, particularly to the leaders 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., with 
which he is associated. When he says that belief in 
the Virgin Birth is not required for ordination to 
the ministry, he probably has in mind the effect 
produced in the Northern Presbyterian Church by 
the Auburn Affirmation. 


In 1910 the U. S. A. Presbyterian General As- 
sembly passed a resolution, declaring that acceptance 
of the following doctrines was essential to ordina- 
tion to the ministry: plenary inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the Virgin Birth, the substitutionary 
atonement, the bodily resurrection, and the miracles 
of the Lord Jesus. This was reaffirmed by the As- 
semblies of 1916 and 1923. In 1924, 1293 ministers 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church signed an 
Affirmation published from Auburn, N. Y., in 
which they declared that these doctrines were mere- 
ly theories and were not necessary for ordination 
to the ministry. The Northern church has resisted 
all attempts since then to repudiate this Affirmation, 
and on the contrary, has exalted to high positions 
in the church, even to the moderatorship, many of 
those who signed this heretical document. 


Now the Southern Presbyterian Church is urged 
to merge with this Northern church, which out- 
numbers them about three to one. Such a merging 
would merely be a submerging; and it would bring 
the Southern church under the domination of men 
who hold the views expressed by Dr. Bonnell. Sure- 
ly, those who believe in a confessional, doctrinal 
church rather than a governmental, incluvist church, 
who hold dear the great heritage of the faith, by 
which their fathers lived and for which they died, 
who sincerely ‘love and honor the crucified, risen, 
ascended, and coming Saviour and Lord, cannot 
consent to such an incongruous and disastrous union. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 18 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Christ The Living Lord 


(Easter ) 


Background Scripture: John 19:41-42; 
20-21. Devotional Reading: I Peter 4:1-11. 


“‘Earth’s saddest day and gladdest day, were just one day apart.” Friday was certainly a sad day for the 
disciples: ““We trusted,” said the two disciples on the road to Damascus, ‘““We trusted that it had been he 
which should have redeemed Israel.” But their faith had failed and their hope fled when they saw Him cruci- 
fied, dead, and buried. Gloom and despair settled down upon the little band of followers as they saw His 
body laid in the tomb. It is often the case that the hour before the dawn is the darkest hour of the night 


Israel’s burdens were heaviest just before Moses’ 
deliverance came. When people are at their wit’s 
end, and cry unto God, He will deliver them from 
their troubles. The disciples were even too hopeless 
and despairing to cry for help, if we can judge by 
the record. We do not know what they did secretly. 
We know, of course, that Mary’s heart was broken; 
the sword had pierced it through and through. 


Peter reminds us in our Devotional Reading that 
the Resurrection ought to have a decided and prac- 
tical effect upon our lives; we should not live hence- 
forth in the flesh, but in the will of God. Paul also 
tells us that we are to set our affection on things 
above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God, 
and in closing his great chapter on the Resurrection, 
(I Corinthians 15), he says, “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 


This “gladdest day” not only revived the faith 
and hope of the disciples, but made them steadfast 
and unmovable, abounding in the work of the Lord. 
If you and | really enter the full meaning of the 
Resurrection it will have a decided and glorious 
effect upon our everyday living. When Jesus asked 
Martha the question, Believest thou this? He was 
asking a vitally important question, for the resur- 
rection is a foundation fact. 


To get the complete story read all the accounts 
as given by the four writers of the Gospels. 


I. His Appearance to Mary Magdalene and 
the Two Disciples: 20:1-18. 


There were other women with Mary Magdalene 
when she came to the sepulchre. She finds the stone 
rolled away and runs to tell Simon Peter and John. 
They then run to the sepulchre. John arrives first, 
but does not go in until Peter comes and finds the 
grave clothes lying folded in an orderly manner. 
Then John enters; “and he saw, and believed. For 
as yet they knew not the Scripture, that he must 
rise again from the dead.” Jesus had told them 
again and again, but they had been slow of heart to 
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believe. We are so prone to be like these disciples, 
we do not “know” the Scriptures; do not fully be 
lieve them. Then the disciples went away again 
unto their own home. They seemed dazed by the 
good news. 


Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping, 
and as she wept, she looked in and saw two angels 
who said to her, Woman, why weepest thou? She 
said to them, Because they have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have laid Him. 
She does not yet realize what had taken place, and 
is thinking about the dead body which the woman 
had come to anoint with spices. Some have tried 
to find discrepancies in the different accounts, but 
these can be explained in several ways. Let me quote 
from The New Analytical Edition of the Bible: 
“To whom did Jesus first appear after the resur- 
rection? Mark states that he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, whereas from Matthew’s statement we 
would infer that it was to the other women - - - 
They were amazed to find the stone rolled away 
and the tomb empty. At this point Mary left to 
tell Peter and John. While she was gone angels 
announce to the other women that He is risen and 
direct them to make known the fact to the others. 
While on their way Jesus met them. 


Mary may have had but a short distance to go 
to reach Peter and John, and it may have taken 
much greater time to reach the others so that Mary 
could return to the sepulchre shortly after the others 
left. Thus it is possible for Jesus to have appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene when she returned to the 
tomb and afterwards to the other women while on 
their way to make the announcement. Some inter- 
preters explain the difficulty by assuming that 
Mark’s statement that He appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, signifies the first of the three appear- 
ances recorded by him. In either case, there need 
be no discrepancy, as seen from the explanation 
made.” 


Jesus now appears to Mary, who at first tock 
Him to be the gardner, but recognized Him when 
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He speaks her name. Mary came and told the dis- 
ciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had 
spoken these things to her. 


II. His Appearances to the Disciples 
in the Room: 19-29. 


1. The first of these was on the same day at 
evening when the disciples were within shut doors 
for fear of the Jews. Jesus said to them, Peace be 
unto you. He showed them His hands and His side: 
Then were the disciples glad when they saw the 
Lord. As my Father hath sent me, even so send I 
you, Receive ye the Holy Ghost. 


Thomas was not with them when Jesus came the 
first time. When the disciples told him what had 
taken place, he gave them the well-known reply: 
“Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into his side, I will not be- 
lieve.”” As we have seen before, Thomas had a des- 
pondent disposition, and always seemed ready to 
look on the dark side of things. He has been called, 
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“Doubting Thomas.” His sort of doubt is easily 
removed when sufficient evidence is presented. The 
kind of doubt which ruins is the kind that refuses 
to believe even when the evidence is overwhelming; 
the sort that many of the scribes and Pharisees had. 
He is not as hard to convince as he thinks he is. 
It was “too good to be true,” and he wanted to be 
sure. 


2. The second of these appearances came a week 
later, and this time, Thomas was with them. I have 
often wondered what took place during the week 
between these two meetings. Did the other disciples 
urge Thomas to be sure and be with them? Is there 
not a practical lesson for us in this incident? If 
some of our number are not with us when we gather 
for worship, do we make it our business to urge 
them to come next Sunday? Do we tell them of the 
blessing we received when we met Jesus in the 
House of God? Perhaps if we were more thought- 
ful and insistent more of our number would form 
the habit of being at church whenever we meet for 
worship. 
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Thomas was there, and had all his doubts re- 
moved, Jesus told him to reach hither thy finger and 
behold my hands, and reach hither thy hand and 
thrust it into my side, and be not faithless, but 
believing. Thomas answered and said, My Lord, 
and my God. His is a firm and fine confession of 
faith in his risen Lord as indeed GOD. Blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed. This 
means us. We have the testimony of competent wit- 
nesses, sufficient and manifold. Our faith is built 
upon this. 


III. His Appearance by the Sea of Tiberias 
(Galilee) : Chapter 21. 


The Miracle; The Meal; 


1. The miracle. 


The Message. 


Seven of the disciples are fishing on the Sea of 
Galilee. Jesus appears on the shore and speaks to 
them; Children, have ye any meat? They answered, 
No. Then He tells them to cast the net on the 
right side of the ship and they would find. They did 
so, and were unable to draw it for the multitude 
of fish. John said to Peter, It is the Lord. The im- 
pulsive Peter cast himself into the sea to go to 
Jesus and the other disciples came dragging the net. 


2. The Meal. 


They saw a fire of coals and fish laid on them 
and bread. He allowed them to furnish part of the 
meat. They brought the net to land with its one 
hundred and fifty-three fish in it, and they had a 
meal together. This reminds us of the invitation and 
promise in Revelation, in the message to the church 
at Laodicea, Behold, I stand at the door and knock; 
if any man will hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in to him and sup with him, and he 
with me. Jesus will take what little we have and 
use it. This is the third time that Jesus appeared 
to His disciples after He was risen from the dead. 


This is the third of the appearances recorded by 
John in his Gospel. 


3. The Message. 


Following the miracle and the meal there is a 
most important conversation between Jesus and 
Peter, which contains a message for us all. 


Dr. Chapman has a sermon on the two words, 
“And Peter”; “Tell the disciples, and Peter.” Peter 
may have well felt that he would now be “left out” ; 
that he was no longer worthy of the name of “dis- 
ciple” since his disgraceful denial of his Lord. It is 
true that he had gone out and wept bitterly; that 
he had sincerely repented of his sin and weakness. 
But we can easily understand how he may have 
felt; that in his shame he did not count himself 
one of the number, but an outcast. 


Something was needed to restore Peter, both in 
his own heart, and in the estimation of the eleven. 
So when they had dined, Jesus begins His examina- 
tion by saying, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 
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me more than these? This question was repeated 
three times, to the grief of the apostle. After each 
question and answer Jesus said, Feed my sheep, or 
Feed my lambs. If you truly love Me, Peter then 
be a shepherd of My sheep. Peter calls Jesus the 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. He also spoke 
prophetically of the death which Peter should die. 


Peter was interested in what should befall John; 
Lord, and what shall this man do? If I will that 
he tarry till | come, what is that to thee? Follow 
thou me. John tarried longer than Peter and had 
the privilege of seeing all the glorious visions on 
Patmos. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR APRIL 18 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





The Meaning of Easter 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Christ The Lord Is Risen Today” 

Prayer 

Scripture: I Corinthians 15:1-7, 12-20 

Hymn: “The Head That Once Was Crowned 
With Thorns” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Crown Him With Many Crowns” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


What is the meaning of Easter? The word 
“Easter” is not properly a Biblical word. It does 
occur one time in Scripture, but there it is a mis- 
translation. Easter was originally a spring festival 
in honor of the Teutonic goddess of light, but in 
the eighth century the name was transferred by the 
Anglo-Saxons to the Christian observance of the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. 


For Christians the real meaning of Easter is 
found in the resurrection. If we had to state the 
significance of Easter in one word, that word would 
be “resurrection.” All of our Easter celebrations 
ought to be easily and closely related to the resur- 
rection. If we fail to give just recognition to the 
resurrection, we are missing the whole point of this 
most important Christian observance. 


Sometimes people confuse immortality with the 
resurrection, and there have been times when Easter 
messages have been centered around immortality 
rather than the resurrection. Immortality has to do 
with the undying nature of the soul, while the resur- 
rection has to do with the re-enlivening of the body 
which was dead. Both of these ideas have an impor- 
tant place in Christian thought and teaching, but 
the emphasis at Easter should be on the resurrection. 


The speakers this evening will lead us to think 
about the resurrection: its certainty, its effect on 
the apostles and disciples, and its meaning to us. 


First Speaker: 


It is said that there is no better attested fact in 
history than the fact that the disciples of Christ 
were convinced of the certainty of His resurrection. 
That fact in itself is a strong argument for the 
certainty of the resurrection. The disciples were 
defeated, they had given up all hope. Nothing less 
than actual rising from the dead of the Lord could 
have convinced them to give up their doubts and 
believe. Paul is careful to list six different groups 
or individuals who actually witnessed the appear- 
ance of the risen Christ. All of these came through 
deep doubt to their belief in the resurrection. In 
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other words, their faith was not a matter of wish 
ful thinking. 


If Jesus had not really risen from the dead, d: 
you think the Romans and the Jews would hav 
done everything they could to put down the idea 
The report of the resurrection was an affront t 
both Jew and Roman. The Jews had brandec 
Jesus as an imposter, but if He had risen from thi 
dead, He had proved Himself to be true and the 
Jews to be false. The disappearance of Christ fron 
the tomb cast a shadow over the efficiency and faith 
fulness of the Roman military organization. You 
may be sure that both Jews and Romans tried t 
discredit the reports of the resurrection, but thei: 
efforts were in vain because they were up agains‘ 
the truth and they could not disprove it. 


One other evidence of the certainty of the resur- 
rection is that generation after generation of Chris- 
tian people have found it reasonable to believe. We 
believe that Christ arose from the grave because 
we experience His living presence with us. In every 
age the doubters have tried to break down our 
faith in the resurrection, but they are powerless 
against the knowledge we have that the living Christ 
is in our hearts. 


Second Speaker: 


What effect did the resurrection have on the dis- 
ciples? When they really came to believe in the 
resurrection it transformed their lives. They were 
changed from men of fear into men of courage. 
They thought their cause had been defeated, but 
the resurrection proved that it was victorious. These 
men who had been hiding from their enemies went 
out fearlessly into a hostile world to tell of their 
Christ and of His resurrection. Their decision meant 
persecution for all and death for many. They were 
not afraid of death. Had not their Lord gone be- 
fore them and won the victory over death, not only 
for Himself but for them as well? 


The belief of the disciples in the resurrection 
changed them from men of weakness into men of 
power. These are the handful of whom it was said 
that they turned the world upside-down. It was not 
really they who did it, but rather the power of the 
gospel which they proclaimed. At the center of this 
gospel was the fact that Jesus who died for the 
sins of the people was raised from the dead on the 
third day. To some this preaching was foolishness, 
to others it was a stumbling block, but to those who 
believed it was the power of God to save their souls. 
Wherever the resurrection is faithfully preached 
there is power, but where it is slighted there is 
weakness and fear. 
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Third Speaker: 


What is the meaning of the resurrection to us? 
What difference does it make in our lives? In the 
first place it proves that Christ actually accomplish- 
ed what He set out to do. It is one thing to claim 
to be a saviour, but it is quite another thing to ac- 
tually save people from their sins. We know that 
Christ died for our sins, but how do we know that 
His death was an acceptable substitute for us? The 
resurrection is proof of that point. When God raised 
Christ from the dead He testified that His death 
was satisfactory to divine justice. The resurrection 
is the divine seal on our salvation. 


The resurrection means not only that our sins 
are forgiven, but that we also have hope of our 
bodies being raised from the dead. Paul said that 
Christ is the first fruits of them that slept. Christ 
not only represented us in death but He represented 
us in the resurrection. As He is, so shall we be. 
We know that our souls live on after death, but the 
resurrection means that our bodies will be changed, 
glorified, and reunited with our souls. 


As the first speaker has already mentioned, the 
resurrection means that we have to do with a living 
Lord and not a dead hero of long ago. It is good to 
know about Jesus as a man who walked the earth, 
who lived unselfishly and helpfully and died nobly, 
but it is far better to know Him as a living person 
today. The resurrection has made that possible for 
us. Christ died, but He is not dead. He lives today, 
and the most wonderful part of it all is that He 
lives in the lives of those who receive Him by faith. 
All this is the meaning of the resurrection. 





THE TITHE 
Co-Workers Together With God 
By J. O. Atkinson 


As the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, 
so the love of what money can do is a root of all 
kinds of righteousness, peace, and good will in the 
world, 


A man through the love of what his money may 
do becomes a co-worker together with God, and 
through his money may be a blessing to hundreds 
he will never see, and relieve from hunger and 
starvation and eternal ruin thousands of God’s 
children whom he will never know in this world. 


Through money God and [I are partners, and 
by its holy significance, we become co-workers to- 
gether in relieving the poverty of the- world, and 
in saving the lost and the ruined of the world. 


When I pray, my words may not mount very 
high, and, being words only they may not cost me 
much, Words, even in prayer, are abundant, often 
easy and sometimes very cheap. 
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But when I cast into the treasury of the Lord 
my money, I have put there that which has cost 
me something, that which represents hard licks, 
severe toil, business ability, my best judgment, that 
which, in fact, represents my savings and my sac- 
rifice. 

I have sent into the service of the Lord my 
heart, because I have put my treasure there, “For 
where your treasure is there will your heart be 


also,” declared the Lord Christ. 


The Book teaches, logic proves, and God knows, 
that with the money we get and the money we 
spend, we either get closer to God, or further from 


God. 


Money is the golden cord which binds us to 
God, and identifies us with Him in world-wide 
salvation, or it is the cement and the adamant with 
which we build a wall that separates us from God. 


You cannot serve God and money, for in that 
act you have separated God from money. But you 
can serve God with money, for in that act you have 
related yourself to God through money, and thus 
you have restored and exalted money to its rightful 
place, a means of constant communication with God, 
and a medium whereby you come to be a co-worker 
with Him in His plan of salvation for this whole 
wide world. —Layman. 





LIQUOR 
I AM BOOZE 
To the Editor: 


“Booze” is my name. I make men drunk. I make 
smart women foolish. I make well-to-do people 
poor. I enter a well man’s stomach and inflame the 
whole region, and change the whole trend of the 
life of whosoever tipples with me. I cause men to 
fight, to shoot, to kill his fellow man—yes, even 
his brother, or his wife, or sweetheart. I bring the 
tippler to a premature grave. I take the bread from 
the women and little children. I make people hun- 
gry. I take the clothing from the backs of the dar- 
ling babies and youth. I make people blind so they 
must go groping their way through life. I fix the 
feet of both men and women so they are always 
getting tangled. I give them swaggart gaits, red 
noses, and bleary eyes. I am Booze. 


I am the greatest deceiver in America today. Put 
me into the stomach of the poorest man in the world 
and I will make him declare that he is as rich as 
John D. Rockefeller. | make a man think he is 
the greatest of men, when the truth is, he is very 
poor. I am Booze. | cause men to strut and strut, 
and to declare they are smart, when they are poor, 
naked, and blind, as well as ignorant. 


I am Booze. I am composed of all the diabolical 
ingredients that Hell is made up of. I am firewater. 
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I am poison. I am pain. | am sorrow. I am disease. 
I am sickness. I am death, with all that follows in 
its wake. I am Booze, but I am honest in admitting 
these facts to a world that loves me so. I am for 
sale almost any place. Buy me, drink me, and I 
will do all these things to you. But you are the big- 
gest fool in the world, if, after I have told you these 
things, you continue to fool with me. 


I am Booze, and | challenge these United States 
to put me out of business if they can. I know that 
you claim to be a liberty-loving people—and that 
all men are created equal—and that you are a gov- 
ernment of the people, for the people; but I am 
Booze, and | do as | please. I go places and do 
things to you. | kill. I lie. I steal. I defraud. I 
offer you nothing for your money and yet you give 
it to me. I starve poor little folk. But listen, Amer- 
ica, I am Booze. You are not strong enough to put 
me out of business because I have the majority on 
my side; and the rest of you poor, weak-kneed 
church folk are afraid to lift your voices against me. 


I am the giant, Booze. I live and thrive in these 
United States. I run the cocktail bars for your boys 
and girls, and I am getting them, too. Dare you 
fathers and mothers protest against handing them 
over to my business? Do you know what I am? I 
am Bust-head Booze. I give you Americans an en- 
largement of the stomach, at the expense of the 
head. I challenge you to fill up on me and then try 
to think, or try to act, or try to get rid of my busi- 
ness. I am no respecter of persons. I am Booze. I 
am an outlaw in every land. I know no law. I don’t 
run my business in the interest of the law. I am 
for money and | get it. I get money from the rich 
and the poor alike. That is why I exist. I could 
not stand on my merit fifteen minutes, for I have 
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no merit. I don’t claim I do. I leave that to my 
friends who advocate my cause, and get you to 
drink me. 


Now, after I have made this honest-to-goodness 
confession to you Sunday School folk, don’t you 
think it would be a fine thing to repent, to confess, 
and to get busy and accept my challenge to try to 
do something about my business? 


Very respectfully yours, 
I Am Booze. 
Written by W. S. LeEstey, 


California. 


Reprinted by permission from The National 
V oice. 


Women’s Work 


Our Thanks To The Women!!! 








The Board of Church Extension, members and 
staff, are grateful for the 1954 Birthday Offering 
of the Women of the Church. No greater boon can 
come to any part of our Church’s life than to be 
given this Birthday Offering. 


Among the valuable services rendered by this 
gift, two stand out in our minds and hearts as 
worthy of special mention and gratitude. 


In the first place, unique opportunities to present 
Christ and His Church can be “bought up,” to 
use an expression made popular by Dr. Pritchard. 
On every hand there are doors open which cannot 
be entered because funds are lacking. This gift 
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powerful influences to make religious faith vital in all education. But the colleges look 
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tions Concerning Colleges And Youth.” It will help you in planning to relate your 
church to your church colleges.) 
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makes it possible to do certain things which must 
otherwise be left undone. 


Our Church can be proud of its part in the de- 
velopment of Christian radio and television in this 
country. The preparation of radio programs and 
television film requires equipment. In order to make 
tape recordings and film, mobile equipment is de- 
sirable so that the tape and film can be made where- 
ever the subject matter is available in the South. 
The mobile equipment is also necessary if our Sem- 
inary students are to be helped to understand the 
limitless possibilities of these channels for preach- 
ing the Gospel. Part of the gift will provide this 
needed equipment. 


A major step in claiming radio and television for 
Christ is the Protestant Radio Center. In a new 
half-million dollar building the Center will provide 
the only production of radio and television pro- 
grams by any Protestant group in this country. It is 
a joint enterprise of several denominations. Its 
creation and development is due in no small measure 
to its president, Dr. John Alexander, who is secre- 
tary of our Radio and Television Division. Part of 
this gift will be used to provide the administration 
wing of the building, fittingly named for Dr. Alex- 
ander. 


The Home Mission work in Guerrant Presbytery 
has won the interest of not only our own Church 
but of many outside groups. An independent founda- 
tion offered a grant of $50,000.00 for its evangelis- 
tic work in Guerrant Presbytery, on condition that 
$70,000.00 be raised over a five-year period over 
and above the regular annual support of the work. 
This gift assures the receiving of the Foundation 
grant. This gift and the grant assures the continu- 
ing growth of a work that has seen seven new 
churches and twelve new church buildings added 
in recent years. 


Goodland Orphanage, with its more than 200 
Indian children, has been a source of Christian men 
and women during all the years of our Home Mis- 
sion work among the Indians of Oklahoma and 
Texas. Inadequate buildings and equipment have 
hampered the work. This gift will help to remedy 
this lack and will say to every Indian in the area 
served by us that our Church is interested in giving 
Christ to them and to their children. 


The second major service rendered by this Birth- 
day Offering can possibly be the most important. 
Through the promotion of the Offerings, the story 
of the evangelistic outreach of these parts of our 
work will be told to almost every family in our 
Church. There is no more effective channel avail- 
able whereby our people can come to know this 
fruitful use of their money. The expansion of our 
Church’s use of radio and television for gospel 
preaching is a thrilling story. The record of our 
Church in the coal mining areas of Eastern Ken- 
tucky is one to inspire all members of our denomi- 
nation. The Goodland Indian Orphanage represents 
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over one hundred years of continuous service in 
Home Mission work. Our people will gladly rally 
to the support of this “oldest mission school in con 
tinuous existence in the state of Oklahoma.” 


Telling the story will guarantee for the futur: 
the support of our people for these three phases o 
the Church’s program with their one central pur 
pose—evangelism. 


You can well understand why we of the Boar 
of Church Extension say: Our thanks to the 
Women! —Vernon §. Broyles, Jr. 





A Timely Movement 


Beginning with a discussion among a group of! 
elementary school teachers in Russellville, Ala., « 
petition was circulated recently and six hundred 
names signed to it protesting the advertising of bee: 
and other alcoholic beverages over radio and tele. 
vision. This was sent to the congressman from this 
District. Each denomination in the town had a part 
in it, submitting the petition to the adult classes in 
the Sunday Schools and into the Extension Depart- 
ment. There was much enthusiasm expressed over 
the privilege of signing, with such expressions as: 
“Let me sign it several times,” and “That kind of 
advertising has almost taken the joy out of my tele- 
vision.” 


It is to be hoped that the thing Russellville has 
done will be repeated in other towns and cities, and 
that Washington soon will be flooded with protests 
against this great evil influence coming unbidden 
into our homes. 


With Congress convening in January, the time 
is now right. 





The Bible 


When I am tired, the Bible is my bed; 

Or in the dark, the Bible is my light; 
When I am hungry, it is vital bread; 

Or fearful, it is armor for the fight. 
When I am sick, ’tis healing medicine; 

Or lonely, thronging friends I find therein. 


If I would work, the Bible is my tool; 
Or play, it is harp of happy sound. 
If I am ignorant, it is my school; 
If I am sinking, it is solid ground. 
And wings, if boldly I aspire. 


Should I be lost, the Bible is my garden; 

Or naked, it is raiment, rich and warm. 
Am I imprisoned, it is ranges wide; 

Or tempest-tossed, a shelter from the storm. 
Would I adventure, ’tis a gallant sea. 


Does gloom oppress? The Bible is a sun. 
Or ugliness? It is a garden fair. 
—Author Unknown. 
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The writer of the letter below is an elder in the 
Chester, Pa. Presbyterian Church, a Sunday School 
eacher and a prominent lawyer and layman. This 
is being printed with his permission.—Editor. 


Mr. William C. Cannon, 
Cannon Mills Company, 
annapolis, North Carolina. 


My dear Bill: 


You have asked me to state why I as a member 
of the Northern Presbyterian Church favor a mer- 
ger of that Church with the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, My reasons seem to me to be quite convinc- 
ing, although you as a member of the Southern 
Church might have a contrary view. 


I liked the men and women whom [I have met 
who are members of the Southern Church and on 
that basis will be glad to welcome them into our 
fellowship. Our Northern Church is inclined to be 
quite liberal in its theology, while your Church is 
much more conservative. As a member of the con- 
servative wing in our church | will, of course, favor 
the addition of men and women who are of my own 
conservative theology. 


There is a third reason, which is somewhat mer- 
cenary. The leaders of our church have mapped out 
quite an extensive program, which calls for the ex- 
penditure of many scores of millions of dollars each 
year over quite a long period. Your church is much 
more liberal in giving than is true with ours and 
naturally, therefore, for selfish reasons as well as 
others I will gladly welcome with open arms the 
addition to our church of a large number of men, 
who are generous in their giving. With such an 
addition the burden imposed upon us to take care 
of these ambitious programs will be much smaller. 


You have asked me for a frank expression and 
here it is. I appreciate, however, that those in your 
Southern Church who are opposed to merger have 
a lot of substance and merit in the objections, which 
they have interposed. 


Sincerely yours, 


James L. Rankin, Elder. 
$22 & 6s 


F-om A North Carolina Elder: 


Check enclosed for renewal. I always look for- 
wird to and thoroughly enjoy reading the Journal 
ecch week. The information I get from it is very 
he'pful indeed, but best of all is the fine job you 
ae doing in your efforts to keep our beloved Church 
from being swallowed up in a union with the North- 


ern Church. 


APRIL 7, 1954 


From A Physician, enclosing $5. for a two-year 
renewal: 


We enjoy the Journal and impatiently await 
every issue. How soon can we forget the danger to 
the purity and integrity of our beloved Southern 
Church! 

oe © me * 
From A North Carolina furniture dealer—and he’s 
a Baptist: 


The articles on “Angling,” “Tithing,” and 
“Liquor” are certainly an added feature—helpful, 
challenging and practical! Check enclosed for re- 
newal, 

eo. @.0ee 
From Pennsylvania—enclosing $2.50 for subscrip- 
tion : 


“T might add that my wife and I are Southern 
Baptists, but it is wonderful to read the writings 
pertaining to another denomination which is stand- 
ing four-square for the faith which was once for all 
delivered unto the saints. This has prompted my 
subscription above.” 


* * * & 


From Florida to the Editor-in-Chief: 


“Praise the Lord for men like you, Doctor Bell 
and Mr. Hastings. We are praying daily that His 
will may be done.” 





Church News 


Spiritual Enrichment Week 
At Statesboro Church 





Statesboro, Ga.—Spiritual Enrichment Week was 
conducted at the Statesboro Church March 14-19. 
Dr. Daniel Iverson of Miami, Florida was the 
speaker at morning and evening services. The Ses- 
sion reported that the attendance was the best at 
these services in the history of the church. Rev. 
John B. Pridgen, Jr. is the pastor. 





Historic Brittain Cemetery 


On March 21 there was a guided “tour” through 
one of the oldest and most historic cemeteries of 
any Presbyterian church in the South. The Brittain 
Presbyterian Church, located near Rutherfordton, 
North Carolina has a history which goes back as far 
as 1758, date of its establishment, and the cemetery 
there contains graves of people who were prominent 


in the founding of the nation as well as the church 
itself. 


As a project for the year, women in the Brittain 
church are planning to restore the historic spot and 
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make known its true historic value. This “tour” was 
the “ground-laying” for their future work. 


Circle No. 1 of the old Brittain church sponsored 
the guided “tour” of the cemetery and many peo- 
ple, who were either interested because of the history 
or who had relatives buried there, came to look 
over the historic spot. Guides called attention to the 
graves of a number of Revolutionary War heroes, 
and to the grave of William Long, who, in 1758, 
donated the land from the Royal Crown of King 


George III, for the original Brittain Presbyterian 
Church, 


The church itself, in Kings Mountain Presby- 
tery, has 122 members and 45 enrolled in Sunday 
School. Dr. T. H. Spence, director of the Historical 
Foundation at Montreat, is temporary supply pas- 
tor, and there are nine elders and eight deacons. 





New D.R.E. For Oak Park 


New Orleans, La. — Mrs. Lacy Harwell, has 
been appointed by Oak Park Presbyterian Church 
here, as secretary and director of religious educa- 
tion. Mrs. Harwell was reared in North Carolina 
but comes to New Orleans from Houston, Texas, 
where her father, the Rev. Joseph I. Knight, is as- 
sistant pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church. 


Mrs. Harwell has an A. B. degree in English 
which she received from the University of North 
Carolina, and an A. M. degree in Bible, from As- 
sembly’s Training School, Richmond, Va. During 
recent summers, she directed Bible schools in the 
North Carolina mountains and did summer camp 
work, 


Mr. Harwell, a ministerial student at Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, has temporarily 
left his studies to serve with the U. S. Coast Guard 
in New Orleans. He is also acting pastor of the 
Westwego Presbyterian Church, Westwego, La. 





Korean Missionary 
Families Reunited 


The United Nations Command has relaxed its 
restrictions on the entrance of missionary wives with 
children and the families of our missionaries are all 
in the process of settling down in Korea once more. 


Not only does this lessen the strain of separation, 
but the presence of the mothers and children in the 
various stations means much to the impact of the 
Christian message. 


The church owes a great debt of gratitude to 
these men and women who, for the sake of their 
high calling as ambassadors of Christ, have been 
willing to undergo the hardships and difficulties of 
being separated over long periods of time. We re- 
joice with them in this opportunity to work together 
once more in the field of their choice. 
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Appreciation 


Through the columns of THE JouRNAL I wis! 
to report that there has been a generous respons 
to my personal letters and the appeal in the JouRNA 
for the Hongkong Refugees who suffered in th: 
disastrous fire on Christmas Day 1953. 


To date I have received a total of $906.00, whic 
has been sent to Dr. E. E. Walline, a missionar 
of the U. S. A. Presbyterian Board in Hongkong 
He with a committee of missionaries and Chines 
Christians in Hongkong will be responsible for th 
administration of this fund. Let us be much i 
prayer that it may prove a real blessing to th 
recipients as an expression of Christian love fron 
the givers. 


If any one feels led to give more, I will be glac 
to receive and forward it. 


—Martin A. Hopkins, 


2620 Hillegass Ave., 
Berkeley 4, Calif. 





Dr. Ben Lacy In Europe 


Dr. Ben R. Lacy, Jr., President of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, Richmond, Virginia, will be on 
sabbatical leave in England and Europe from March 


23 to August 13. 





Cornerstone 


Atlanta, Ga.—The cornerstone of the chapel and 
the first educational unit of Emory Presbyterian 
Church here, was laid Sunday, March 21. Invita- 
tions were sent to all the charter members, to mem- 
bers of other Atlanta Presbyterian churches and 
members of the boards and agencies of the denomi- 
nation. 


The present structure of Emory church was par- 
tially completed in 1949 and facilities were com- 
pleted only last November. 


The congregation, now numbering 400, was or- 
ganized in April, 1941. Their building today is 
valued at $275,000. 


The Rev. Albert N. Wells, pastor, officiated at 
the cornerstone laying and L. J. Cassels, elder in 
the church, laid the stone. Open house followed 
the services. 





Centennial Celebrations 


New Orleans, La. — New Orleans Presbytery 
celebrates its centennial this year, marking 100 
years’ progress and growth since its establishment 
on November 25, 1854. On that date, the Synod 
of Mississippi, at its meeting in Canton, Miss., 
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tablished the Presbytery, which included its pres- 
ent area plus all of Donaldsonville. Thirteen minis- 
ers were on the original list of members. 


Dr. John N. Blackburn, heading a Centennial 
Sommittee, is arranging for the centennial observ- 
ance, Tentative date set for the observance is some- 
ime in November. 





The First Street Presbyterian Church here cele- 
»rated its centennial recently, with a series of ser- 
vices, beginning March 12. On the 12th also, the 
Rev. Wade H. Harrell, pastor of First Street 
Church, marked his first anniversary with the 
church. His Sunday message was the first in the 
five-day series of centennial services. Others taking 
part on the program for the observance were the 
Rev. S. W. Carr, assistant pastor of Carrollton 
Presbyterian Church, who spoke at the Men’s Club 
dinner; Moderator Walter Langtry of New Or- 
leans Presbytery, and the Rev. Arthur M. Schnei- 
der, Jr., of First Presbyterian Church at Pasca- 
goula, Miss., and former pastor of the church here. 
A reception was held on March 25, following the 
final address. 
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FAITH AND JusTIFICATION. G. C. Berkouwer. 
William B. Eerdman Publishing Co. $3.00. 


Dr. Berkouwer is the well known professor of 
Systematic Theology in the Free University of 
Amsterdam. He is one of the leading Reformed 
Theologians of the twentieth century. He is an 
acknowledged authority in the field of theological 
science. He believes a Christian theologian should 
be occupied in continuous attentive and obedient 
listening to the word of God. He proves that the- 
ology can achieve its proper relevance only in obedi- 
ent attentiveness not to the times first of all but 
to the Word. He maintains that theologians have 
not always made it clear that theology is something 
other than human speculation and carrying its own 
authority. The world of theology has too often wit- 
nessed to itself rather than to the living Word of 
God. He stresses the point that too often we have 
been articulate without first being attentive and 
as a result of this, theology has invited reproach— 
and deserved it. 


Dr. Berkouwer reminds us that the question of 
the ordo salutis—the way of salvation—has come 
with peculiar force to the front of contemporary 
theological discussion. He believes this can be par- 
tially explained by three influential factors: the 
problems raised by the dialectical theology, the re- 
newed discussions between Roman and Reformed 
theologians, and the so called Luther renaissance. 


Professor Berkouwer discusses the Reformation 
doctrine “The Justification by Faith” in a manner 
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that is virile and stimulating. His presentation is 
right up to minute. The author concludes this great 
study by calling upon the Church to let this doc- 
trine ring in our day. He wants this truth to be 
a warning against the pride of a treacherous heart. 
He says “Let it warn us all lest we take our lives 
in our own hands and so deny the Lord.” He also 
reminds us the danger of separating this doctrine 
from sanctification. When the believer fails to ob- 
serve this connection, he easily falls into a trap 
along the way. —John R. Richardson. 





A CuHrisTIAN Answers Kinsey. Clyde M. Nar- 
ramore. Van Kampen Press. $ .60. 


The author is an educator and psychologist. He 
puts Christ at the center of his thinking. After re- 
ceiving his doctorate from Columbia University, 
he became a member of the professional staff of Los 
Angeles County Superintendent of Schools serv- 
ing as psychologist and consultant in research and 
guidance. He is an expert in organizing programs 
for youth and parent discussion groups. In this book- 
let, he discusses the effect of Kinsey’s book on the 
morale of our citizens and especially high school 
and college young people. He states that when 
Kinsey’s book is read many will be influenced by 
the report that most people are engaged in immor- 
ality and will question the wisdom of restraint and 
chastity. Such writings he holds cause men and 
women to lose faith in mankind. 





E.uicotr’s COMMENTARY ON THE WHOLE 
Biste — Volume VII Acts to Galatians. Charles 
John Ellicott. Zondervan Publishing Co. $5.95. 


This volume is a verse by verse explanation of 
Acts, Romans, I and II Corinthians and Galatians. 
Each book is treated by a well known scholar and 
the view point is conservative. There is an introduc- 
tion to each of the books treated and contains valu- 
able information on the authorship, scope and evi- 
dential values of the particular book under discus- 
sion. Here is a commentary that can be used by 
Christian laymen as well as technically trained 
ministers of the Gospel. The comments are fresh, 
illuminating and practical in application. 





Rise oF Metuopism. Richard M. Cameron. 
Philosophical Library. $4.75. 


Here is the story of the Methodist revival in the 
18th century in England. It is told in vigorous and 
authentic words of the men who made the story 
as they wrote it—John and Charles Wesley, George 
Whitefield and others,—mainly extracts from their 
journals, letters and pamphlets put together to per- 
form a nearly continuous narrative. Being the story 
of this creative period of the Christian pilgrimage 
through history should be of interest to many read- 
ers, especially to the heirs and students of the 
Methodist tradition. 


PAGE 23 





~~. 


PHPPPGOP GPP GPPGGGP GGG GOGO GGG GGG GGG GGP GGG GGG GPG GGG GOOG GGG GCC EE EEE EEE EE EEE EE eee 


aA. asa 0.4.4.6. 
Oe ep tp tp tp tp tp tpt pp tp tp pp pp bb DDDDbDDO DDO DOOOPDOOO OH ~~ ~~ 





COOSPSSOO GOO GOG OOO COCO OOOO OOOO OES SOO OS 


oe 6 4 tp pp a 


PAGE 24 











CThe Great Debate 


A meeting which is being set up in one city for April to discuss the pros 


and cons of the proposed union has run into an unexpected difficulty. 


Although some weeks of preparation have been allowed, over thirty 
ministers were contacted and asked to take the affirmative side of the discus- 


sion, telling why they are for union. Not one of these men would accept the 


invitation. 


All over the Assembly such meetings are being held and it is the con- 
sensus of opinion that they are doing much good. They are clarifying the 
air and they are also giving the church membership an opportunity to weigh 


the advantages and disadvantages presented by the two sides. 


If there are adequate reasons for union certainly those who are taking the 
lead in this movement will have to be willing to present them. Some are 
undertaking to do this, but many others seem impressed by the paucity of ar- 


guments to be advanced. 


There is a growing feeling in our Assembly that until union can produce 


more valid arguments to justify it, and, until it can unite rather than divide, 


IT SHOULD BE DROPPED. 
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